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RE: 	Proposal # 25-HLTC021 - Consultation on proposed changes to scopes of practice for several regulated health professions to support greater access to diagnostic imaging
I would like to thank the Ministry of Health – Health Workforce Regulatory Oversight Branch for the opportunity to comment and provide stakeholder feedback on the proposed changes of scopes of practice.  In particular, I am responding to the expansion of scope of practice for Denturists in Ontario as listed on the registry as: Authorizing Denturists to order X-rays and operate an X-ray machine; be designated as Radiation Protection Officers under the Healing Arts and Radiation Protection Act, 1990; and insert, and retain implant-supported dentures, as well as maintain and replace denture-related implant components.
Having reviewed the Scope of Practice Proposal – Update of the Denturism Scope of Practice as submitted by the College of Denturists of Ontario (CDO), in collaboration with the Denturist Association of Ontario (DAO) and the Denturist Group of Ontario (DGO), I am strongly aligned with the vision put forth by these organizations in the Proposal “to create a more accessible, efficient and patient-centered oral health care system.”  
I expressly support:
· Denturists being authorized to order X-rays as part of their treatment planning role, allowing Denturists to gather essential information, minimizing unnecessary appointments with other providers solely for imaging requisitions, and helping early detection of any abnormalities especially for edentulous patients.
· Denturists being designated as Radiation Protection Officers, with appropriate training, to ensure safe and effective use of X-ray equipment, responsibility for equipment maintenance, safety protocols, and radiation monitoring and adherence to provincial and federal regulations governing radiographic procedures.
· Denturists inserting, retaining, maintaining, and replacing denture-related implant components, with the collaboration of dentists / oral surgeons. This aligns with Denturists’ expertise and addresses the growing need for implant-supported prosthetics among aging populations.  Empowering Denturists to perform these procedures reduces wait times and enhances service availability, especially in underserved communities

Expanding the scope of practice will directly improve access to care for seniors, residents in long-term care, and patients in rural or underserved areas who often face long wait times or travel burdens. By enabling Denturists to provide a broader range of services, we can reduce these obstacles, improve timely access, and promote equitable health outcomes across diverse populations.
Allowing trained providers such as Denturists to order X-rays and manage implant-supported dentures reduces duplication, streamlines referrals, and helps patients receive timely treatment.  Patients no longer need to wait for multiple appointments across providers. Denturists can initiate and manage care more efficiently, especially for implant-supported dentures where precise planning is critical to the final outcome. Reduced duplication of appointments and diagnostic orders will lower overall costs to patients and the health system, while increasing convenience.  Patients experience faster, more seamless care with fewer administrative hurdles.
Risks can be mitigated through clear training requirements, continuing education, and collaboration with other health care providers.  Well-trained professionals are more likely to act decisively and appropriately under pressure. It is essential to implement clear training requirements, support continuing education, and foster collaboration among healthcare providers. Collaboration with dental professionals such as dentists, oral surgeons, dental hygienists and radiologists should be encouraged but not mandated to ensure patient care is accessible and efficient.
Implementation should include quality assurance programs, mandatory record-keeping, and periodic audits.  The regulated records keeping practice outlined for Denturists in Ontario adheres to these principles.  These regulations ensure that the Denturist keeps documentation consistent, complete, legible, and timely. Additionally, these regulations supports continuity of care, legal compliance, enables audits, and traceability. Regular reviews identify gaps, verify adherence to standards, and promote transparency across the system. 
If any restrictions are considered, they should be limited to imaging that is directly relevant to denture care and the oro-facial complex. Restricting imaging in this way ensures that Denturists can fulfil their professional responsibilities while maintaining a clear focus on their scope of practice. Access to the appropriate radiographic imaging is essential for safe and effective treatment planning.
Initially, measures will be needed to mitigate potential impacts on diagnostic imaging system capacity and wait times, as well as support for a seamless clinical pathway for patients.  For this purpose, I recommend increasing imaging capacity and staffing, using decision tools to ensure appropriate imaging orders, monitoring and managing wait times carefully, and maintaining quality and safety oversight. Collaboration among healthcare teams is also important to support timely diagnosis and outcome of care. for example, Denturist-ordered imaging should be limited to denture-related analytical needs such as panoramic or limited-field scans; standardized electronic requisitions will ensure only appropriate studies are requested; regular audits and data monitoring can identify overuse early; partnering with existing diagnostic facilities under standard triage rules will prevent strain on wait times while expanding patient access.  
Additionally, the standard of care must include clear guidance to patients—on scheduling, preparation, and follow-up—to create a consistent, patient-centred experience from initial appointment to final prosthetic care. These steps will help prevent longer wait times and keep imaging services efficient and centered on the patient.
I once again thank the MOH – Health Workforce Regulatory Oversight Branch for the opportunity to provide stakeholder feedback with the intention that the MOH considers the comments and recommendations which I believe are in the public best interest.
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